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PROGRAM 

Registration and Refreshments

Welcome
Introduction of hosts •	
Purpose of this event•	

Facilitated by Professor Ray Ison – Systems Thinker
Presented by Ken Mathews, National Water Commissioner, and Ross Martin, NWC

Interactive Session 1 
This interactive session provides participants with an opportunity to hear and discuss different perspectives on what is at 
stake in moving towards water sensitive cities 
Facilitated by Professor Ray Ison – Systems Thinker

Presentation 1 –  What is known about water sensitive cities – the social, institutional, and 
governance evidence 
Presented by Associate Professor Rebekah Brown – Sociologist and Civil Engineer

Questions
Facilitated by Professor Ray Ison – Systems Thinker

Break
Presentation 2 –  What is known about water sensitive cities – technical and design evidence
Professor Tony Wong – Civil Engineer and Urban Designer

Panel: questions and discussion – how do the presentations change the discussion from the first 
interactive session?
Associate Professor Rebekah Brown – Sociologist and Civil Engineer

Professor Tony Wong – Civil Engineer and Urban Designer

Presentation 3 –  Transitioning to water sensitive cities in Australia – a report on evidence from 
the recent series of workshops engaging 500 stakeholders in Perth, Brisbane, Melbourne, 
Sydney & Adelaide.
Professor Ray Ison – Systems Thinker

Lunch

Presentation 4 –  The national workshop outcomes: what is common between the cities – what 
is different? What are the issues of national significance?
Associate Professor Rebekah Brown – Sociologist and Civil Engineer

Questions

Facilitated by Professor Ray Ison – Systems Thinker

Plenary session –  Identifying options for practical action to accelerate adoption of water 
sensitive cities. 

Plenary Session / discussion 
Perspectives on what we have learned•	
Perspectives on where we are going from here•	

Chaired by adjunct professor Mark Pascoe

Break

Discussion: Next steps
Led by NWC staff

Closing remarks
Chaired by adjunct professor Mark Pascoe
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DAY 1

Welcome 

Introductory Interactive Session: Transitioning Towards Water Sensitive Cities?  
Professor Ray Ison and Dr Kevin Collins – Systems Thinkers 
This interactive session provides participants with an opportunity to share their 
knowledge, experience and views around the current state of urban water 
management and the key initiatives required for bringing about Water Sensitive 
Australian Cities. This is the first of a series of sessions throughout the workshop 
designed to generate locally and nationally relevant policy recommendations to be 
presented to the National Water Commission and senior policy strategists across 
Australia. Internationally renowned expert facilitators Professor Ray Ison and Dr Kevin 
Collins have extensive experience in cutting edge facilitation techniques for addr essing 
complex water resource management issues in Australia and the UK. 

Historical, Current and Future Urban Water Management – A Framework For 
Transitioning
Associate Professor Rebekah Brown – Sociologist and Civil Engineer
Associate Professor Rebekah Brown leads the internationally renowned National Urban 
Water Governance Program and is an expert in governance for sustainable urban water 
management. With her unique background in civil engineering and sociology, Rebekah 
offers informed and practical solutions to the challenges of policy development for 
complex water management issues which span across the social, technical and bio-
physical realms. She will provide an overview of urban water management practices 
over the past and propose the attributes of a future water sensitive city.

MORNING TEA




